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of these Four Points. 


God in the person 


Breakfast News rather spoilt the enjoyment of my second 
cup of coffee one morning by the announcement that the 
General Synod of the Church of England was to have a 
debate about Feminist Theology and the nature of God. I 
listened to bigoted interviews with people from both sides 
of ihe argument. One stated emphatically that to call God 
“Mother instead of ‘Father’ was an attack on the very nature 
of God as revealed in the Bible, Jesus Christ and the 
teachings of the Church. The other suggested that the 
‘patriarchal church’ had denied the womanhood of God for 
too Jong and that we must change the language of theology 
and worship. 


] didn’t hear the debate in the General Synod at York, and 
the Church Times only indicated that there is to be further 
discussion on the impact of Feminist Theology. 1 can only 
hope and pray that the careful and obvious view expressed 
by alone monk in the interviews on television prevailed. He 
suggested, quite simply, that the nature of God is beyond the 
simplistic language of gender. 


It seems to me that some arguments about theology are 
unhelpful, since God must be both feminine and mascutine 
or there would have been no creation of ‘male and female’. 
To attempt to define God in any simple terms is bound to be 
doomed to failure. And we are surely mistaken if we believe 
that the Janguage we use defines God in some way. Bishop 
Hilary writing in around AD 430 said, ‘We are compelled to 
entrust the deep things of religion to the perils of human 
expression.’ Surely here is a recognition that words are 
descriptive and that the object they describe is beyond the 
words themselves. 


Point three ===. the magazine of STOC H 


Toc H is a movement of people who seek to build friendships, and offer service, 1 ER 
another. The basic unit is a group - at best a good cross-section of the local neighbourhood - which meets together regularly, and seeks 
to serve the community around it. Toc H was founded in 1915 by the Rev P B 'Tubby' Clayton, and since then has been providing 


opportunities for people to test the Christian way by practical experiment. 
To welcome all in friendship and lessen by habit of thought, word and deed the prejudices which separate people. 


To find their own convictions while listening with respect to the views of others. e 
To acknowledge the spiritual nature of man and to test the Christian way by trying it. 


This magazine is a forum for ideas about Toc H and about the world as well as a record of Toc H service. Its title derives from the third 


across the barriers that usually divide us from one 


At the same time I understand peoples’ irritation when 
words are used carelessly or, in theology, exclusively. The 
label ‘father’, when used about God, describes an aspect of 
God that most people can identify with from their own 
experience. But it should never exclude the ‘motherhood’ of 
God, which is equally important and part of the totality of 
the divine. I always refer to Jesus as ‘him’, because he was 
aman. But, for me. that does not deny his feminine qualities, 
nor can it exclude the truth that God is equally feminine. I 
happen, most of the time, 10 use masculine words to describe 
God out of convenience and, I admit. habit. But I know very 
well that God is God and beyond my inadequate human 
language. The words I use are simply a device to try to 
convey in comprehensible human language the 
incomprehensible ‘beyond’ of this loving, intimate creator, 


The purpose of language is to help to facilitate 
communication. The words we use are convenient labels for 
the expression of ideas and experiences to one another. The 
purpose of theology is to help us understand the nature of 
God and her purposes for humanity. The words of theology 
are convenient labels for the expression of ideas and 
experiences of God and life. But let us never forget that the 
words are not the object itself - to say, ‘God is love’ is neither 
love nor God but a way of describing both. 


In Toc H we pride ourselves that we break down the barriers 
between people, that we are fairminded and loving in our 
service and exploration of the Christian way. Please let’s 
remember that God is there in the person and the universe 
beyond the words which you or I might use so carelessly. 


God be on my tongue, and guard my mind from sleeping. 


Revd J Alan Johnson, National Chaplain 
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BRANCH NEWS 
We would like to receive more news 
from branches about their work in 
the community, such as individual 
projects. 


Dear Tubby 


Well. I said Id write again if you didn't tell 
me to go away and here I am. 


l told you last month about my father’s 
experiences in the First World War and said 
that I was sure that, had he served in Flanders, 
he might well have visited Talbot House 
and might even have gone as far as the 
Upper Room. 


Can I now please ask you a loaded question? 
Had my father applied to become a member 
of Toc H, bearing in mind that there was 
never any question of him turning away 
from his Jewish faith, would you have been 
willing to accept him as a member? 


The whole issue of membership is 
something which is uppermost in our minds 
just now because of the decline. but also. | 
think. because we don't seem to give 
members very much in return for whatever 
contribution they make. 


What is even more disconcerting is that 
there is some suggestion that Toc H be 
wound up since neither you nor someone 
like you is around anymore to steer the ship 
and also that there is no further purpose to 
the movement. I can hardly believe my ears 
when I hear this, nor can I believe that this 
is a proposal which you would support. 


Anyway, to get to the main flow of my 
letter, it’s interesting to observe that 
although I made my last letter open to all 
members, it has so far elicited very little 


reaction. To be fair, I have met a number of 


people who liked the letter - but what | 
really wanted was to provoke some 
response. | could take the relative silence to 
mean that no one disagreed, but I don’t 
think that’s true. So the only otherconclusion 
I can draw is that an uncomfortably large 
number of members have fallen intoaslough 
of apathy and/or lack of interest; if this is 
true, then therein lies some of the cause for 
the present malaise that is crippling Toc H. 


‘Rubbish, dear boy!” I hear you say. 
However, in your own lifetime membership 
grew to 30,000 in over 1000 branches - now 
it’s down to 5.500 in some 400 branches. 
All around me | hear people talking about 
branches getting old and eventually dying 
off and there seems a reluctance to do 
anything dramatic about it. Do you really 
want to see your creation wound up? 


I think not. 


In trying to get to the root of the problem, I 


ask *what is Toc H?’ and the answer I get is 
either “It’s too difficult to describe’ or ‘It’s 
about getting people to mect who would not 
otherwise do so’. 


The fonner definition is about as much use 
as a hole in the head and I guess you'd be 
asking whether maybe all your efforts had 
been in vain. While the latter has a winsome 
appeal. it is so vague that it could represent 
anything from a dating agency to a club for 
oddballs. 


So my first point is to ask: can an ill defined 
movement with an image as dim as the 
proverbial Toc H lamp survive? Speaking 
as a newcomer, my inescapable answer is 
“NOV 


That being so, ] then have to ask what one 
must do to change things? What would you 
have done, Tubby, 1 wonder? 


Ithink you would have told us not to be such 
‘dismal Jimmies’ and, instead of preaching 
doom and gloom. we should get off our 
backsides and start to think positively. 


Let me just speak for myself forthe moment. 
Į believe that there are still such enormous 
divisions within our society that the need to 
break down barriers remains as great as in 
1915: indeed, in many ways, things are 
much worse now because we have become 
such a materialistic society. There may 
well be many more *haves’, but not only do 
the ‘have nots’ have less but they are 
probably more helpless now than ever they 
were back in 1915. 


All too often there seems an absence of 
hope nowadays. 


Lalsothink there isa different attitude towards 
religion—we talk of a ‘permissive’ society 
and probably religion, too, has become much 
more permissive. No, I'm not suggesting we 
revert to the Holy Inquisition or the 
flagellation of the Middle Ages but I do 
think that many have become complacent 
and think much more of observing rules 
without thinking about the ‘why?’. 


I'm back to that parable of the rich devor t 
man who went to hell and the poor ‘sinful’ 
beggar who died and went to heaven—no 
amount of religious observance will help us 
win salvation unless the Kingdom of God is 
in our hearts. 


There I've said it. 


However, in saying it. am ! in danger of 
frightening off many by being so open? 


If we aspire to 50,000 members by the year 
2001, we may have to look at a rather more 
subtle approach as to how we present our 
image . 


I can see many shocked faces as I say this - 
"Heresy!" they may shout. But all I am 
suggesting is that we should not appear to 
be attempting to convert people to 
Christianity: rather, we should be trying to 
get them to consider what it was that Jesus 
preached: love of God, love for one's 
neighbour. compassion, forgiveness - these 
are held dear by groups of all persuasions 
(and some with no persuasion at all). To 
shout ‘Join the Christians!’ from the rooftops 
may not be the real message we should be 
trying to get across. 


1am constantly reminded that Jesus Himself 
was a Jew (and I guess this may be a source 
of embarrassment to some). 


This leads me to wonder whether, in trying 
to promote ourselves more effectively, we 
might modify how we describe the Fourth 
Point of the Compass and what we say in 
our literature. 


In this way we would be offering a Journey 
of Discovery on the basis of principles 
which may be found in persons of many 
religions and thus avoid scaring off either 
the waverers or those who do not profess 
the Christian faith and would never have 
any intention of doing so. 


Am beginning to attack the very heart and 
soul of Toc H? Am I out of line? 


Again, I appeal to you. Do please tell me 
because, as I said last month, | am looking 
for help to see how we might go forward 
into the new millenium. I would also 
appreciate your views about my father, 
were he to have applied for membership. 


I look forward to continuing this 
correspondence in next month’s issue of 
Point three. 


Yours sincerely, 
Stewart Casimir, Wendover, Bucks. WE 
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LEE BRANCH 


SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL! 


‘This is a branch which hasn‘t given up’. 

The editor was somewhat dumbfounded to discover that a 
highly productive and efficient branch like Lee (Kent) only 
has an active core of three members! Until fairly recently 
there were 14 members but there are now just 7 on the roll, 
although they are quick to point out that their helpers and 
supporters are numerous. 


‘Toc H is the number of people you can call upon to get 
things done’, says treasurer John Driver. ‘There is a big 
fringe membership. To say that being a member is being 
signed on the dotted line is often a misnomer because we 
have a lot of supporters associated with the branch. To give 
you an example, | slipped a disc a few weeks ago and Jacqui 
couldnt help with the jumble collection. Two hundred 
houses had been posted, but two phone calls later three 
people had come oul to help. This is the sort of situation that 
measures the strength of a Toc H branch’. 


And it is only when you actually meet the dynamic trio face 
to face thal you begin to appreciate just why this branch gets 
things done. Jacqui Lane is 26 years old and a veritable 
power house in the movement. She joined through projects 
as a Toc H Action Group member at the age of 16 and has 
been a member of Lee Branch for 5 years. An only child,she 
has been brought into contact with scores of people in the 
movement. She is branch secretary and organises all their 
projects and outings. as well being a member of the South 
East Regional Projects Committee and is involved in a 
number of national projects as well as being a Central 
Councillor. 


She is also Vice-Chairman of a 
Management Committee for a 
local borough Youth Centre 
and belongs to the Youth 
Service Advisory Council. She 
is quite extraordinary, and her 
motto ought to be ‘Jacqui gets 
things done’. Having a strong 
personality helps - she thinks 
nothing about being a good 


Jacqui Lane 
sport and dressing in risqué clothing 10 tour pubs with 
friends in order to raise £400 for the branch. 


Treasurer John Driver is described by his chairman as ‘quite 
brilliant’ as an accountant. The branch turn over about 
£2000a year from subs and fundraising. Their recent jumble 
sale was highly successful, with 24 helpers. Peter Ellis, 
another Central Councillor and a Central Branch member 
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can be relied on for help on such occasions. John is ą 
company director and the main force behind fast year’s 
staggering achievement of raising £18,000 for a new mini- 
bus for Shooters Hill District. 


Treasurer: John Driver 


Chairman, Harold Naylor. is another Central Councillor 
and a powerful personality who is highly articulate. He 
totally dismisses the need for a branch to fold whilst it still 
has a job to do, and pointed out that you always have just a 
few people ina branch with the energy to get on and organise 
things. ‘We carried on doing the jobs that were there - work 
with children, suchas children’s holidays - Jacqui is the king 
pin there - doing old peoples parcels, visiting them at 
Christmas. 


‘]always think that Toc H made a bit of a mistake to consider 
itself to be a Frontier movement - having all these chaps 
looking out and thinking of new things to initiate. The fact 
is that Toc H started as little branches, people looking to 
continue the fellowship of the war. I think successful 
organisations are those thal realise they have got to adapt, 
that after all the pioneering and innovation they have got to 
get down to administering ordinary things. Really what 
Toc H hasn’t done’. 


Lee branch get approached by elderly people who say they 
would like their names added to the Christmas parcel list. 
They now have 25 parcels a year, which contain a Dundee 
cake, Christmas pudding and cream as well as basic items 
like tea and sugar. They know the receivers well - ‘people 
who are independent enough to live on their pension but 
who haven't got enough money to go on a holiday’, says 
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John. The number of people they take out in the minibus is 
also quite hefty, Last year they took groups of elderly people 
to Penshurst. to Chartwell and to the Thames Barrier. 


‘They are daytime outings’ explains Harold. ‘We do projects, 
as we have said. and we raised money for the bus, we do the 
parcels and we do old folks holiday outings, These are 
developments, re-creations of what we used to do years ago. 
The interesting thing is that it encourages people to work 
together. People we have taken out have started to help at the 
jumble sales’. 


The most recent outing was to take 25 elderly people to a 
place called Heaven Farm for lunch, then on to the Bluebell 
railway for a ride on a steam train and back to Westerham 
village for afternoon tea and home by 6.30 pm in the 
evening. Jacqui and her father shared the driving. 


One example of a weekend branch project was a camping 
holiday for 12 children and 5 adults at Down in Kent. There 
were 4 young people doing the organising - including Jacqui 
and Helen Driver (who is a member but now in Australia), 
Activities for the children included climbing, abseiling. 
swimming, horse riding, caving, as well as football and 
cricket on the campsite. The project was organised and 
financed by the branch and by friends of the branch. 


Another holiday outing is to the chalet they hire from 
Clacton Branch. ‘We drive them there, pay for the chalet and 
give them a donation for their week’s expenses and then 
leave them to look after themselves" says John. Their Lee 
Gate collection pays for 5 holidays a year for couples in need 
of a break. 


There are two outings a year and an annual concert evening 
for about 60 people. This year it is a light operatic group in 
October. Then they organise a party for their over 60s club 
and entertain 45 people at their Christmas party. 


If that weren't enough to fill a couple of pages, they also 
provide toys at Christmas for the children’s department at 
Lewisham social services - they have very good cooperation 
with the Baptist church in Sidcup which makes the toys and 
rings up when they are ready for collection. 


Which brings me to the Fourth Point of the Compass. John 
and Harold are practicing Anglicans, but Jacqui is not a 


church attender. With such a smal! core, Light and Home- 
going Prayers have tended to lapse, bul minutes are still 
kept. saying who attends, what has been done and what is 
planned. It is a marvellous age mix - Jacqui at 26, John at 53 
and Harold at 70. 


They have quite a lot of contact with Shooters Hill District, 
meeting every fifth Wednesday and for the last two years 
they have held a District Guest Night. 


The branch was restarted after the war and Harold joined in 
the mid-5Qs and John in 1965. They went joint when Jacqui 
joined - which didn’t surprise me! John has been District 
Treasurer and Harold District Chairman. 


Another member. Adrian Stills, is also a Central Councillor. 
They speak a tot about Trelawny Cross, “a member of the 
branch but one who hasn’t signed on the dotted line”. He is 
21 and runs the minibus with superb efficiency, as I see from 
the records that are shown with pride. The bus is loaned out 
to other groups and on the evening that I visited the branch 
l had earlier seen it outside Development Officer John 
Burgess’s house in Hatfield en route for Poperinge. It is an 
impressive sight. Trelawny is co-leading the Thanet project 
in this summer's project booklet. 


lam shown the branch accounts. They are a work of art. John 
explains: ‘We pay money into the family purse which comes 
from subscriptions and branch money. We are very strict in 
that job fund is job fund and branch fund ts branch fund. We 
can’t pay job fund money to HQ because we advertise to 
collect that money - like our Lee Day collection when we 
collected £815 last year by being foolish all day. dressed as 
a teddy bear, a rooster and a baby duck*. They hand out 
Toc H stickers but it is their own fundraising day. 


And the final message was, ‘Don’t pack up if you still have 
jobs to do. Just get on and do them. Why give up? We did not 
give up!’ 


l have often been accused of being a workaholic, but they 
leave you standing, this lot! E 


John 14: 6-7: Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me. 
If you had known me, you would have known my Father 
also; henceforth you know me and have seen him.’ 


Evangelise, but do it respectfully 


Inthe past the Church attempted to spread the gospel to all people. 
This quest was based on the fervent conviction that Jesus Christ 
is the only Saviour. Thus Christians believed it was their 
responsibility to share that salvation with others. Such missionary 
zeal echoed Jesus's words to his disciples: “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and the Holy Spirit’ (Matthew 28:19). Today a 
number of Christians are continuing this tradition of straightforward 
mission. 


None the less, other Christians have become increasingly uneasy 
with such missionary activity. Instead of engaging in 
proselytisation, they encourage the Christian community to witness 
to Christ rather than embark on an evangelistic campaign. What 
is required today, they assert. is trusting dialogue with other faiths 
in which Christians share their knowledge of God without any 
hidden agendas. Openness and sensitivity should serve as the 
cornerstones of such encounter. Such an attitude is enshrined in 
the 1988 Lambeth document../ews, Christians and Muslims: The 
way of dialogue, which describes interfaith encounter as “the work 
of patient love and an expression of the ministry of reconciliation. 
It involves understanding. affirmation and sharing. The essential 
condition of any true dialogue is a willingness to listen 10 the 
partner: to try to see with their cyes and feel with their heart... 
Dialogue does not require people to relinquish or alter their beliefs 
before entering into it; on the contrary. genuine dialogue demands 
thal each partner brings to il the fullness of themseives and the 
tradition in which they stand’. 


Given such reorientation to mission, should Christians feel obliged 
to refrain from embarking on missionary activities among Jews? 
No doubt this would be the aspiration of many members of the 
Jewish community. Current Jewish leaders are secking assurances 
that in the Decade of Evangelism the Churches will not seek to 
make converts from among the Jewish population. Yet arguably 
such Jewish aspirations - though understandable in the light of 
Jewish history - would undermine a central dimension of the 
Christian faith. This is a point eloquently expressed by Bishop 
Michael Nazir-Aliin the July 1991] edition of the Church Missionary 
Society's Newsletter. 


The New Testament teaches that God has a continuing purpose for 
the Jewish people which is fulfilled in Jesus’s ministry. Jesus as 
Christ is the saviour of all people. The early disciples were all 
Jews, and as Acts records, the first converts were drawn from the 
Jewish nation. Paul himself first preached his message to the Jews, 
and only later extended it to the Gentiles. Thus, if the Church is to 


be faithful to the universality of the gospel, the message of 


Christianity has to be preached to all humanity. including the 
Jews. If Christians are truly convinced that Jesus is the definitive 
way to the Father. then they have no choice but to embark on the 
path of mission, even if it arouses the hostility of those to whom 
they preach. 
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No doubt such an enterprise will be resisted by the Jewish 
community. In a post-Holocaust age, most Jews would find such 
evangelism disturbing and threatening. None the less. Evangelicals 
will evangelise. It is misguided for Jews to try to convince 
Christians that such activity is in some sense a betrayal! of 
Christianity. On the contrary. it is fully consonant with the 
Christian heritage. 


Yet just as Jews should pay heed to the Christian desire to win 
converts to Christ, so evangelists should take seriously the recent 
pronouncements within the Christian community about Judaism 
and the Jewish people. The Church’s repudiation of anti-Semitism 
and the reorientation to the Jewish tradition should provide an 
essential -framework for Jewish-Christian encounter, even in the 
context of evangelisation. 


In the past few decades both the Roman Catholic and Protestant 
Churches have stressed that Christians must abandon negative 
stereotypes of Judaism. The Jewish faith should not be viewed as 
a fossilised religion of legalism, but as a living tradition. In their 
dealings with Jews, Christians have been encouraged to adopt a 
number of central convictions: 1. The covenant of God with the 
Jewish people remains valid. 2. Anti-Semitism and all forms of 
the teaching of contempt for Judaism - especially the charge of 
deicide - are to be repudiated. 3. The living tradition of Judaism 
isa giftof God. 4. Jewsand Christians beara common responsibility 
as witnesses to God's righteousness and peace in the world. 


Such a fundamental revision of the Church's attitude to the Jews 
should serve as the basis for Jewish-Christian dialogue in 
contemporary society. There will continue to be Christians who 
feel called upon to missionise among Jews. but they too must 
divest themselves of anti-Jewish attitudes and acknowledge the 
spiritual treasures of the Jewish tradition. It is too much to ask 
Christians to refrain from evangelisation in the Decade of 
Evangelism. But in doing so they must be careful not to denigrate 
Judaism. In preaching the gospel, they must not perceive the 
Jewish community as standing outside God's providential care. 
This is as much a duty today as the Christian obligation to win 
converts to Christ. 


Rabbi Dr Dan Cohn-Sherbok teaches Jewish theology at 
the University of Kent. 


This article first appeared in the Church Times, 12 July 1991 and is reproduced 
by kind permission of Dr Cohn-Sherbok and the Church Times # 


THE DAYS OF AWE 


Every year about the middle of September. Jews all round the 
world observe the most serious period of Jewish religion. Even 
those who rarely go anywhere near a synagogue (they ‘re sometimes 
referred to as ‘Three-Day-A-Year Jews’) seem to feel the need to 
return at this time lo their roots. 


All Jewish festivals are characterised by joy and family happiness. 
but these days are different. They are called Yamin Noraim. the 
Days of Awe. For some reason in English they are often called The 
High Holy Days. They start with Rosh Hashanna. usually called 
the New Year, and include the Ten Days of Repentance that link 
Rosh Hashanna with Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. They 
are the days when most Jews, however far removed from Judaism 
they may be, somehow find their way temporarily back into the 
community. 


These days are filled with mystery, guilty consciences and a love- 
hate relationship with religion, Jews feel guilty because they 
abandon Judaism most of the time. So they come back at the time 
in the year when their religion is most severe and least fun. They 
want to atone and suffer a bit and then feel that, having made an 
effort. they can abandon everything for another year. It’s a bil like 
the way some Catholics treat confession. 


Let's have some facts. The Bible refers (Leviticus 23:24) to a 
festival of “remembering’ on which the Shofar or ram's horn is 
sounded. The ram’s horn was used to sound a general alarm in the 
wilderness (as opposed to the silver trumpets, also used as part of 
the Tabernacle and then Temple service - Numbers 10:10). so its 
use would indicate a serious situation or a call to attention. 


The Bible does not call this festival the "New Year’. That seems 
to be reserved for Nisan in the spring (Exodus 12). If anything it 
is the climax of the year, the high point, the moment at which we 
lake stock. The name Rosh Hashanna, which really does mean 
The Head of the year, is post-biblical. 


I suppose there are two ways of looking at this question of taking 
stock. In our society we wail until the start of the New Year to 
make our resolutions. In Jewish society one takes stock all the 
time. Each new month is mini-New Year when we assess our 
performance and determine to improve in the month ahead. The 
idea of constantly examining one’s performance is deeply rooted 
in tradition. 


Rosh Hashannais the crucial half-way stage inthe year. In ancient 
limes it was the time of maximum wealth at the end of the summer 
harvest. The seasons were about to turn, the physical pressure in 
the fields was beginning to slacken off. There might have been an 
excuse for neglecting the inner self up to now. But this is the very 
moment at which we were “hauled in’ to take stock not of our 
produce but of our deeds. At the time when we were wealthiest. 
that was the time 10 ask how well we were using what God had 
given us. 


The Ten Days of Penitence (ordinary working days) link Rosh 
Hashanna to Yom Kippur, the only fast day ordained in the Bible 
(Leviticus 23:23). Once again the Bible is not very explicit and it 
is left to the oral tradition, the Talmud, to explain how it actually 
worked, apart from what went on in the Temple. 


“On Rosh Hashanna God examines our deeds and writes us into 
the Book of Life. On the Day of Atonement our fate is sealed’. This 
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is how the Talmud describes the day and the synagogue services 
repeat this theme. 


The day of Atonement starts off with the very moving evening 
service calied Kol Nidre. It is named after the opening prayer in 
which we ask God to annul any vows we may make in the coming 
year. Anti-Semites have had a field day, in their ignorance, with 
this, claiming Jews can't be relied on to keep their word. It refers 
only to vows we make with God. not mankind. Yom Kippur does 
not atone for sins between people. only between us and God. 


Repentance and forgiveness in Judaism are not the same as in 
Christianity. If we have wronged another person we must ask that 
person's forgiveness. We cannot ask God. a rabbi or the synagogue 
to forgive on behalf of anyone we have mistreated. IF we disregard 
a biblical law that commands us to love our neighbour we offend 
twice. We offend against man and we offend against God. We 
have to pul it right with man first before we can approach the 
Almighty. So we have to enter Yom Kippur with a clean human 
slate before anything else, having made it up with our neighbours. 


It is the custom for families, friends and neighbours all to ask each 
other's forgiveness before going to the synagogue to start Kol 
Nidre. And according to Jewish law you can only ask to be 
forgiven if you have put right any outstanding wrong. 


The other important factor is that as individuals we may atone 
anytime during the year. Yom Kippur is tor the people, the religion 
as a Whole. lt stresses our community and our responsibility to and 
for it. Of course the general atmosphere helps individuals re- 
examine themselves as well. 


The image of God many have is of a Michelangelo-type Father in 
Heaven sitting on a cloud, judging us all and writing with a white 
quill into the heavy parchment tome of Life. But really it is for us 
to judge ourselves. We imagine what it would be like to stand 
before an open court that has a full video of every moment of our 
year. What would we feel like if our record was made known in 
public? And we determine to try better this time. 


Twenty five hours later the Neila service ‘closes the gates of 
Heaven’ and it is over for another year. We feel elevated and pure. 
The struggle is to make that fecling last. 


Jeremy Rosen is Rabbi of the Western Marble Arch Synagogue 
and Professor of Jewish Studies FVG Antwerp. E 
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The Background 

In November of last year, the Cardiff Volunteer Bureau 
invited me to attend a meeting to discuss plans to set up a 
forum for volunteer groups in Wales. The idea was to bring 
together representatives from organisations working with 
volunteers, in order to help them coordinate their training 
activities. share problems and. most important, simply to 
communicate with each other. 


By the end of April there had been considerable progress 
and the forum was taking shape. There were over 40 
organisations on the mailing list: over 20 attending our 
regular meetings. A small group of these - including Toc H, 
Cardiff University Social Services (CUSS). and the Special 
Needs Advisory Project (SNAP) - was formed to supervise 
the official launch of what was to be known as the Intervol 
Volunteering Forum. (Intervol is the Council for Voluntary 
Services in Cardiff. It sponsored the forum, providing a 
Development Officer, a secretary, etc.) 


Jolin Evans with one of the displays 


Then a phone call came for me. ‘Louisa. do you know the 
Capitol Centre?’ This is a shopping centre which had 
helped to Jaunch one of our participating organisations last 
year. ‘Well. they are prepared to let us have two shop units 
for the week of 15-19 July. Would Tac H think this is a good 
idea?’ Without thinking. I immediately replied. ‘Yes!’ And 
indeed it was a good idea. Within six weeks, our plans fora 
week-long publicity event had snowballed and we had 
created Volunteering is Capitol for Guys and Dolls. Why 
the title? Capitol referred, of course. to the shopping centre 
where the event was to be held. And Guys and Dolls? It just 
so happened that the musical was playing at the New 
Theatre. Cardiff, during the week of our event and we were 
able to persuade the stars, Barbara Windsor, Gareth Hunt, 
Paul Greenwood and Jacinta Mulcay - to put in an appearance. 
Alsotaking part would be two vintage Cadillacs, 40 voluntary 
organisations, 30 shops and numerous volunteers from the 
various participating agencies. 


It was to be a busy week... 
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‘Volunteering is Capitol for Guys and Dolls’ - 
Diary of a Week’s Publicity Event. 


Barbara Windsor and Gareth Hum 


Monday 15 July. 

Arrive at the shopping centre at $ am complete with display 
boards, publicity material, leaflets, Toc H lamp. the first aid 
kit and a kettle! I am directed to the basement and a loading 
bay where a security man helps me unload the car. No mean 
feat, as we have a lot of equipment and material. This is all 
put into a goods lift and whisked up to the top floor of the 
centre al the back of our two units. Unload, and then find out 
that the keys don’t open the front door and that there are no 
lights in one unit. Call security for the first of many times. 
Put display boards up and leave Derek Adams (LTV) to sort 


out the arrangements of photos. He's a better graphic artist 
than | am. 


In the last few weeks we had persuaded 30 of the 32 shops 
at Capitol Centre to adopt a voluntary organisation by 
putting something associated with it in their windows. 
‘Complete Present’, an up-market gift shop. had adopted 
Toc H and were going to display a lamp in their window. 
With another member of the organising group, I walk 
around and deliver 30 items for the windows of the 
participating shops. Two hours later, at 11.30, check the 
windows - and find that several items are not yetin. Recheck 
with shops. Some items had been hidden in very difficult 
places and were invisible. Some just hadn't been put in. 


> 


Derek had been helping to set out a stall and display 
downstairs. We were now all systems go for Starting our 
competition which is planned to run for most of the week. In 
order to enter it, people will have to come into the Centre, 
and we hope they will come and find out about the voluntary 
organisations involved. Toc H's display boards are in a 
prominent position. Let’s see what happens... 


Monday pi Several enquiries already. Have handed out 20 
project booklets. By 4.30 1 am shattered. A good day. 


Tuesday. 

Early starts and late evenings for both Derek and me. Not 
quite as many people as we hoped came in to visit the 
displays. The shops have started to give us prizes to be 
awarded to the competition winners on Friday. They are 
lovely prizes. A pity I can’t enter the competition - } know 
all the answers! 


Louisa Evans. Barbara Windsor, Jacinta Mulcay & Paul Greenwood 


Thursday 6 am. 

A vintage car arrives at the Centre. It just fits through the 
doors (about one inch to spare). At 8 am we arrive to put up 
a different Toc H display downstairs. Two displays in the 
same building. They look good. Much more activity today. 
Overa hundred people have the correct competition answers. 
People are attracted by the car and come to look at the 
displays. By 5 pm when we close up, we are all tired, but it’s 
straight on to County Council HQ in Cardiff to launch the 
Forum officially. I’m the elected chairman - good publicity 
for Toc H. 


a) 


Gareth Hunt. Louisa Evans, Paul Greenwood, Derek Adams & Jacinta Muleay 


Barbara Windsor cuts the cake 

Friday, D Day. 

Arrive at 8am with iced birthday cake to celebrate the 
launch. Displays have to be moved to keep one shop happy 
- they look even better in the new place. 10 am find out that 
HTV are covering the event. Should produce more good 
publicity. Have handed out many leaflets and made sure that 
every competition winner receives Toc H literature. Many 
people have looked at the boards. By 2 pm I ve changed and 
am ready to meet the stars. 


2.30 stars arrive and I officially welcome them. Direct them 
to displays in centre. A good crowd cheers. The MC is 
warming them up. Stars draw competition winners. Derek 
and I try to match the correct prize to the winner bul things 
are happening too quickly. Time for the photo call... 
Photographs are taken by the displays and there's lots of 
chat. 


The director of Intervol gives aspeech about the volunteering 
forum. The security men wheel out the cake. Barbara 
Windsor cuts it. asking me to help. 


At the end of the day! 
I then have to do the vote of thanks. Let`s hope the microphone 
doesn’t break down. Walk through the centre arm in arm 
with Gareth Hunt, then we wave the stars off. The crowds 
begin to melt away. It’s then all hands to the decks putting 
everything away. Derek has been invaluable and proves his 
worth again. 


Finally I'm off to the celebration ceilidh to let my hair down. 


One exhausting week. But Toc H has been centre stage. Our 
name and work has been weil publicised. The Capitol 
Centre is happy, the New Theatre is happy. And as for Derek 
and myself — we are happy and tired. 


Louisa Evans is Staff Development Officer 
based in Cardiff E 


STOP PRESS! 


Khasdobir Youth Action Group Project 


In August's Point three we appealed for 
help in funding the Khasdobir Project. begun 
by Peter East in the Sylhet district of 
Bangladesh in 1984. This was following 
the news that the Overseas Development 
Administration had decided to discontinue 
their £9.000 a year contribution to the 
funding of the project. with the result that 
Toc H was lefi with the task of finding the 
full amount. £18.000+ a year. 


May's Point three carried an antcle about 
the project, which was used by the 
International Officer. John Biggerstaff. in 


John Biggerstaff faq 
toc 

1 Forest Close 
Mendover 

Aylesbury 

Bucks 


mP22 6DT 2 August i991 


ea k bjarg, 


Thank you for your letter of June 1991 about the mMhasdobir 
Youth Action Project Ín Bangladesh 


Ihe provien has been that, dappite substantial recent 
nthe size of the Joint funding Schema, (here are 

ood projects than we can finance, Howeve 
Le again, As you will have nearc 
we Nave decided that we will 
ble the funds you have requested 


liy at your pr 

he Prime nini 
after atl be able to make a 
for the neat three years. 


my officials will be in touch with you shortly about (he detailed 
arrangements 


Jew dung bane baot E day 
O) 
an ladus 


LYNDA CHALKER 


33 dun 199) 


1O DOWNING STREET 
LONDON swi 1a 
Prom the Prevese Secrevere 


29 July 1991 


dea A lopaoth 


Thank you for your letter of 28 June to the Prine Minister 
about your application to the OOA for support for the Knasdobir 
Project in Cangladesh, I have been asked to reply. 


r sorry to learn that your application for support was 
unauce 1. I Understand that the ODA have supported the 
projec ce 1988 and, having carefully reconsidered your 
application, I am pleased to tell you that they have agreed to 
fund your project and vill be contacting you shortly. 


We share your concern for the people of Bangladesh. The 
Covernsent is continuing to provide a substantial ald programse 
to Bangladesh; and ve have recently made a special pledge of (5 
sillion to help with rehabilitation after the cyclone. 


ges 


his lobbying efforts to John Major - Prime 
Minister, Lynda Chalker - Minister for 
Overseas Development, Chris Patien - 
Chairman of the Conservative Party (who 
had visited the project and met Peter East 
when ODA Minister) and Peter Shore - 
Labour Opposition. 


We have not only received a further £3,250 
towards the appeal since August's issue, 
bringing the total sum raised since April to 
£13,000. but we have also been given the 
good news that the ODA have responded to 
our lobbying and have renewed their 


John Biggerstaff 


contribution to the project. We publish the 
relevant letters here. from 10 Downing Street 
and from Lynda Chalker, for your interest. 


John adds that “it would now seem thal we 
have secured a better funding arrangement 
for the Khasdobir project than has been 
hitherto the case. However, I do not believe 
that we should become too complacent 
about this. After all, if it can happen once it 
can happen again. Perhaps we should work 
towards raising the major portion of future 
budgets by our own efforts’. 


Ed: I heartily approve of the marketing 
efforts of the International Officer! 
Perhaps we will now have the PM and 
Minister for Overseas Development, not 
to mention Chris Patten and Peter Shore, 
on our Point three mailing list! 


Up Date 


Women ina 
Multi-Faith Society 


The editor attended a seminar with this weighty title at the Cabinet 
office in Whitehall. London, recently. Held by the Women’s 
National Commission, speakers explained the role of Jewish, 
Hindu. Muslim and Sikh women within their family and community 
lives today, and within the wider context of the their lives in 
modern day Britain. MP Virginia Bottomley congratulated the 
speakers on their ability to “say from their hearts what they felt’. 
She noted that the spiritual dimension was very much the focal 
point of each of the individual speakers and spoke of her personal 
anger that women in her own faith - Anglicanism - were not 
allowed an equal role in the church. She had felt this injustice very 
acutely since joining in an Anglican service in New Zealand where 
communion was celebrated by a woman priest. 


An opinion widely agreed upon during the seminar was that men 
enjoy their role in religious life and their role in control of religious 
life. Whereas their dominance had begun to be eroded in many 
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spheres of life it was seen that this was one area where they were 
reluctant to give up their control. 


Women were believed to have accepted a less than positive role for 
themselves, although they are the culture bearers and tradition 
bearers. 


The seminar was lively and stimulating - representative of women 
from many dilferent faiths and denominations. Much weight was 
pul on the role of education in changing attitudes and eliminating 
ignorance, and the responsibility of mothers to teach their sons 
about cqual roles in both domestic. social and working life. 
Education in the joint responsibility of parenting was a key issue. 


Perhaps the most memorable speaker was Rosalind Preston, from 
the League of Jewish Women. She explained how much of her life 
was controlled by her identity - that being a member of a minority 
persecuted race had given her a responsibility to help others. In 
answer to the question “Can you have a spiritual dimension without 
religion”? - something that is often debated in Toc H - she was 
emphatic that many people are spiritual without having religion; 
that there was a spiritual quality within cach human person. and 
that the spiritual dimension thal was widely required was a faith in 
humanity. "God is not interested in our labels - il is the actions of 
human beings that counts’. 


Your 
Letters 


A Message for Me 


I cannot, in all honesty, say that Point three always has a message 
for me. But the May 1991 issue did. 


It seems that Toc H is in the process of change. It always has been, 
of course. but the change I detect is fundamental. It would be 
interesting to know if my reactions are shared with others. Toc H 
is acknowledging now thal it is God-directed! 


Mention of the Decade of Evangelism is the first sign. An 
imaginative response to the distance between the established 
church and the needs of a materialistic age is, sadly, scen in many 
cases as a recruiling drive to enlarge congregations. Yet Toc H 
could be the spearhead of a form of evangelism which opens the 
eyes of people to the spiritual needs of mankind. Toc H independent 
of any one church could assure the effectiveness of evangelism on 
a personal level. 


John Mitchell's view of the future of Toc H also suggests that The 
Fourth Point of the Compass needs greater emphasis. Our Christian 
basis is too often assumed but not made explicit. 


Then David Harrison's sensitive account of his expedition with 
young companions from Bristol to the First World War battle 
fields in Belgium, when he came to realise that young people react 
in unpredictable and unexpected ways to new situations. Toc H 
needs such insights, just as it needs such young people. 


Keith Lamdin. writing about the act of evangelism, cites scripture: 
‘Have your answer ready for those who ask you the reason for the 
hope you have. But give it with courtesy and respect’ (i Peter 3:15). 
The journey of exploration we all embarked on when we joined 
Toc H led us not only into a deeper engagement in the world about 
us, but to a more profound acceptance of Christ in us. The courtesy 
and respect Keith talks about is implicit in the Fourth Point of the 
Compass. 


Then Hugh Potts, in his letter to you. says we should live out our 
simple faith in Christ crucified. risen, unconditionally befriending. 
This message does not need words - the Toc H way shows ‘the 
beauty of the things we do, and those who see us think better of God 
for having known us’. 


So the Good News illumines our Point Four and necds to be in mind 
during any discussion of the Decade of Evangelism. Falling 
membership, finance. branches - all the worries of the movement 
dwindle in importance when viewed against the necessity 10 spread 
the Good News! 

George Eustance Kendal 
ae 


Toc H as a Catalyst 


In 1964 Richmond Toc H Women’s Association (founded 1932) 
decided to support BELRA’s Flag Day. It collected £43 with an 
active branch membership of 15. Times have changed. In 1967 
BELRA became LEPRA. In 1980 Richmond became a joint 
branch. Between 1979 and 1989 £4000 was raised. And in 1989 
membership was reduced to ten. 


to make a worthwhile contribution to LEPRA, so we ast 
local press for volunteers ‘to shake a can’ on the day. It worked. 
Thirteen people collected £778 - the largest ever Greater London 
LEPRA collection in Richmond! Everyone had a good time, and 

it was agreed that there was plenty of cash to be collected if only 
we had more collectors. 


This year TV appeals for famine relief in Ethiopia. orphans in 
Romania, Red Nose Day, floods in Bangladesh, ete., necessarily 
made inroads intoavailable cash. Would there still be donations for 
a less well known charity like LEPRA, which does not represent 
a dramatic emergency but an ongoing task in need of regular 
support to continue its current work? 


We took up the challenge, redoubled our efforts and 24 collectors 
hada jolly good time. (Many were surprised to find how pleasantly 
rewarding it is and are already booked for next year, with the 
promise of ‘getting more to join the fun’.) 


A total of £1125 was donated. It is equivalent to the average cost 
of identifying. treating and curing 59 patients in India. This 
includes survey work. provision of trained medical personnel, 
education campaigns, drugs and follow-up surveillance. 


John B Young 
London 


Trends and Numbers 


In 1986 the movement embarked ona Five Year Plan when Central 
Council passed a resolution stating “that for the next five years 
priority be given to the transmission of Toc H to future generations 
through the development of projects. and that for that period this 
would be a major claim on the movement's resources’. A back-up 
paper estimated the cost would be (increase over annual budget) 
£55,000 in the first year and in subsequent years £94.000. It would 
be interesting to know what the actual cost has been. 


Membership statistics over the years indicate the following trends: 
a decline in members aged 65 or younger, an increase in members 
over 65. 


Age 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 
Percentages 

Under 35 9 8 8 8 i 

35-65 39 38 36 32 3il 

Over 65 52 54 56 60 62 


Recently issued data shows the average age of new members 
enrolled as 65. 


A questionnaire returned by 282 volunteers on projects in 1990 
showed: 


Age under 25 211 
Age 25-40 5] 
Age over 40 20 


It would appear that the Five Year Plan. which expires in the 
coming year, has failed to achieve its objective. What is the future 
policy to be to rejuvenate the movement, when membership has 
dropped from 7840 in 1985 to 5602 in 1990? 


Gwilym Edwards Clwyd 
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Bridlington TAG Festival 


Bridlington Toc H Action Group celebrated 10 years of life 
with a Festival on Saturday 27 July in a school playing field 
in the middle of Bridlington. The sun shone kindly all day 
long and other charities had stands to raise funds and promote 
their organisations. 


Activities on offer included an army assault course, which 
the FAG mascot - a giant Yeti - accomplished with aplomb. 
Indeed, the Yeti also created quite a good impression with 
Bridlington’s Mayor and Lady Mayoress, Tom and Bery! 
Brown. It must have been novel to be greeted by a strange 
monster carrying a string of Toc H helium balloons! 


The Yeti chats to the Mayoress and Stewart Casimir! 
The Mayor gave an outstanding address about Toc H as an 
inspiring movement and it was a pity that there were not large 
crowds to hear him. Nevertheless there was a lot of fun and 
high standard entertainment froma ladies Barbershop group. 
the Bridlington Majorettes, a brass band and children’s 
magic show, Punch and Judy and Tug-of-War teams. 


The Bridlington Majorettes 


North East Chairman, Ann Puddicombe. resplendent ina hat 
and summer dress, escorted the Mayor and Mayoress for the 
afternoon. They can be seen in the photograph with Richard 
Newby. treasurer of Bridlington TAG and Steve White. 


chairman. 


There four 
members of staff 
present — the editor, 
the Executive 
Secretary Stewart 
Casimir. Bill Bains 
(Development 
Officer Leeds) and 


were 


John Dunwell 
(Development 
Officer based at 


Colsterdale). John 


Jean Bams 


and Suzanne's 
daughter, Eve, is on 
the front cover of the 
magazine. Bill 
Bains’ wife, Jean, 
provided a sub- 
stantial part of the 
refreshments for the 
day and is seen here 
relaxing in her Bee 
Gees cap! o 


The Giant Yeti 


John Driver, of Lee Branch (Kent) writes: 
‘A neighbour of ours has a three-year-old child, Anthony Dale, with 
cerebral palsy and has begun a campaign to raise funds to get him 
treated at the Peto clinic in Hungary, where he can be taught to walk 
and speak. We do not have the facilities for this intensive type of 
treatment in this country. 

‘In addition to funds to pay for the treatment, | am appealing for air 
mile tokens, as this will save on the amount of cash required. 

‘If any readers can help to support this worthwhile cause. I will be 
very pleased to hear from them.” 

The clinic referred to is internationally renowned for its successful 
treatments - administered by a dedicated staff. Interested readers 


G 


should please contact : 


John Driver, The Shieling’, 11 Tubbenden Lane, Orpington. Kent 


Rose Coates (Crewe and North Staffs District), 
project leader of Project 12, reports that ‘ours is the 
only project run by a district especially for needy 
members of the four branches in the district’. The 
most recent week's holiday at Alison House included 
at least four members from each of the district's four 
branches - Kidsgrove, Shavington, Newcastle and 
Wolstanton: 


Friends and Neighbours, 20 - 27 July 

On the last Saturday in July 27 people gathered at 
Alison House for the fourth Friends and Neighbours 
Holiday Project. Twenty holiday-makers ranging in 
age from 50 to 88 were joined by four project 
volunteers, two Toc H friends and myself as leader. A 
few had met in previous years, but many present 
knew only the people they had travelled with to Alison 
House. During the course of the holiday, they all 
became very good friends and a typical Toc H family 
atmosphere prevailed all week. 

Sunday began with a short service; the rest of the day 
was devoted to getting acquainted and introducing 
the newcomers to the delights of the village, house 
and grounds. The weather was kind to us. Putting and 
croquet competitions were replaced by scrabble and 
whist on the one wet afternoon of the week. Every 
evening some diversion was arranged, based on 
favourite hymns, and we enjoyed slide shows, quizzes, 
games, music, singing, a beetle drive and on Friday 
a Grand Concert which concluded with prize-giving, 
an expression of thanks and the Ceremony of Light. 
Local trips included one to the villages of Hartington 
and Heath to see craft shows, well dressings and a 
wonderful flower festival. For all of which we had the 
benefit of the good weather, splendid views and a 
friendly, considerate driver who drove so that we 
could enjoy them. 


TST ST ST Ta 
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‘x's See Vara 


Mrs Driver with Anthony 


Our thanks to Bill and Dorothy Pepper and the staff at 
Alison House for having looked after us so well. The 
food was much appreciated, especially by those who 
live alone and have to do all their own cooking. 
When it was time for the group to break up on 
Saturday, it was as if members of a large family were 
saying farewell to each other - ‘See you next year!’ 
We all hope so. 


Members of Newcastle-under-Lyme Branch, with 
friends from one of the sheltered housing units in 
Newcastle, spent a perfect summer evening recently as 
guests of their Branch secretary, Elma Philpott. The 
setting was her lovely house and garden. which specialises 
in old-fashioned sweet-scented flowers. Sumptious 
refreshments. prepared by members and the hostess. 
were followed by some favourite old songs, and the sun 
was still shining at 9.30 when the guests departed. 


Nick Hawden, a student at Cambridge University, and for 
along time involved with Bridlington TAG, became a member 
of Cambridge (J) Brauch in June. Olive Mullins, Branch 
Pilot, initiated his membership. Nick is now in America as 
a Clayton Volunteer. 
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Welcome to 11 


New Members 


The following new members were 
registered during July/August 


We regret to announce the death 
of the following members: 


Grace E Gale (Grays) 


Members of all three branches in Melton Mowbray 
shared the shock and sense of loss when, during the 
annual outing in June, Roland Hammond 
collapsed and died. A former Men's Branch Pilot, 
he had a strong Christian faith and a fervent belief 
inthe Four Points of the Compass as expressing the 
hean of Toc H. Although in recent years he was 
both physically and visually handicapped. he was 
rarely absent from branch meetings and other 
events and found the means to carry out his service 
even from a wheelchair. His loyalty, steadfastness 
and cheerful outlook eamed him a wide circle of 
friends in the community he had known for most of 
his life. RS 


Dennis Michell Gibson of Surbiton and Tolworth 
Branch died on 9 June. He joined Toc H in 1961 
and played an active role in many projects. He was 
involved fromthe startin the Surbiton and Tolwonh 
care scheme giving lifts and acting as duty officer 
when required. His funcral was attended by his 
many relations and friends, including fellow 
Toc H members. BG 


In 1928 at the age of 17 Jimmy Cliffe joined 
Toc Hin Huddersfield, In addition to his many and 
varied jobs for Huddersfield District, Jimmy was 
actively involved in the building of Colsterdale 
and was its first chairman. He was Central 
Councillor for Huddersfield and Yorkshire Area 
Chairman prior to his retirement in 1971, when he 
und his wife, Joan, moved to Lincolnshire. Jimmy 
then became a part-time member of Toc H staff 
and served at all levels in local Toc H and the Mid- 
Eastern Region. He will be remembered with great 
affection in Yorkshire and Lincolnshire for his 60 
years of membership and service. HB 


The Revd Arthur Collins, who died on 19 July, 
followed a career in banking and on his retirement 
was ordained as an Anglican priest. He started his 
ministry at St Lukes, Onslow Road. Southampton. 
In addition to his normal church duties, he was a 
faithful Padre to the Southampton District of his 
beloved Toc H, supported the remaining branches 
of Toc H, Mark V Hostel in Winchester Road and 
was a very keen and enthusiastic member of 
Southampton Toc H Lunch Club. He was chaplain 
to the Normandy Veterans Association and was 
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InJune — Alfred J Hayward (Llanarmon-yn-lal) 

Alfred Hobill (Wellingborough) 

Kathleen M Chidley (Broadstairs & St. Peters) 
In July — JW ‘Jimmy’ Cliffe (Lincolnshire District) 


Arthur L Collins (Southampton District) 
Douglas N Preeston (Seaford) 


David W Rogers (Chiltern Hills Grp) 

Miss Nadide Yalcin (Chippenham J) 

Mrs Emily M Hemsley (Hartley Witney W) 
Martin L Whitmill (Haywain District) 

Mrs Dorothy Gill (Huddersfield J) 

Mrs Sheila G Jones (Melton Mowbray W) 


David G Cushing (South East Essex District) 
Mrs Edith Lister (Spotland W) 
Charity Skilton (Tunbridge Wells East J) 
Mrs Itala F M Vaughan (Wednesfield J) 
Mrs Sarah M Cottingham 

(Wellingborough Young Ones Grp) 


Deaths 


SPECIAL TRIBUTES 


We give thanks for their lives 


also connected with Winchester Cathedral as 
Visitors’ Chaplain. Hospital visits were part of his 
work and in recent years he ministered to the 
residents and staff at nursing and rest homes. 
Many will remember with gratitude Anhur’scanng, 
loving nature, his sense of humour and his gift for 
helping others. HB 


Olive Curd (Peterborough and Stamford District), 
who died suddenly on 15 June, had been a member 
of Toc H for over 50 years. She had served on the 
Central Council as well as at Regional, District and 
Branch levels, on the Management Commitice of 
the Poachers Den and many other committees. Her 
outstanding commitment was highlighted when 
she joined a party visiting South Africa to support 
Toc H South Africa at a difficult time when it was 
trying hard to maintain its work with black South 
Africans. She was firm in her Christian faith and 
will always be remembered by fellow members. 
who give thanks for her life. JCC 


A. J. (Alf) Hayward of Llanarmon-yn-Ial Branch 
passed away in June at the age of 83. He had been 
a member of Toc H for over 50 years and for many 
of these belonged 10 the now defunct Mold Branch 


Members will be saddened to lcam of the recent 
death of Janet Skinner. A junior school teacher 
and talented musician, she took an active interest in 
Toc H projects, especially those at Avening and 
Frocester Manor (Home Farm Trust houses). For 
several years she was an active member of the Dor 
Knap Committee and served as a Central Councillor 
for Gloucester and Cheltenham District. She will 
be greatly missed by her many friends. MR 


Leominster Branch repon with deep regret the 
death of Richmal Bridge, well known to all her 
friends as Richie. She joined Toc H after her 
retirement, when she came to live in Leominster 
with her sister, a long-serving member. She 
belonged to the Leominster Choral Society and her 
fine voice gave great pleasure to others. She will be 
sadly missed. LTB 


Jane W MacFarlane (Late Strathclyde District & Glasgow) 
Denise M E Moonen (Fulham) 

Daniel L Raynor (Anstey) 

Sir Arthur N Rucker (White Horse Vale District) 

T H ‘Tommy’ Tann (Beds & North Herts District) 
Grenville T Tucker (East Devon District) 

Leslie T E Wilson (Saltford) 
Ronald E Wraith (Central branch) 


Louise Turner died in Bristol on !4 June at the age 
of 89. She joined the League of Women Helpers in 
1953 and for nearly 40 years was secretary in the 
Western Area Office in Bristol. Incapacitated by 
illness for several years before her death, she 
retained her interest in the movement. She genuinely 
lived for Toc H and gave it her wholeheurted 
devotion. Donations in appreciation of Lou's life 
and service will be received by Toc H for the 
Tubby Clayton Fund, a cause dear to her heart. 
CB 


Sir Arthur Rucker diced in July at the age of 96. He 
was the private secretary to Neville Chamberlain 
and a great supporter of his much criticised policy 
of appeasement of Hitler, which he felt would give 
the country time to rearm. He also worked closely 
with Aneurin Bevan. He became Deputy General 
of the Intemational Refugee Organisation in Geneva 
and then Deputy Agent General of the UN Korean 
Reconstruction Agency. From 1956to 1969 he was 
a member of the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission. He joined Toc H in 1921 and was 
very involved in the early days of Mark II in 
Pimlico. Toc H was very close to his heart and his 
survey of the Marks was a masterly report. Tubby 
officiated at his marriage to Elsie, which lasted 68 
years until her recent death. He was a member of 
White Horse Vale District and attended Newbury 
Branch and the World Chain of Light until 
physically unable to continue. He was a great 
supporter of the work of Revd Gualter R de Mello 
at Hackney and one of the houses there is named 
after him. He had along record of service in Toc H. 
We have lost a great friend. GD 


Apology 


We regret that May Simmons (special tribute, 
Pow three, August) was erroneously referred to as 
Mary in the text of the special tribute to her. We 
apologise for any distress this may have caused. 


‘Death, then, being away and condition 
of life, we cannot love to live if we 
cannot bear to die. William Penn 


BOOK 
Review 


EE 


An Honest Test 
by the Revd Bob Knight 


This revised edition of the original 1968 
texLisa great improvement on arationale 
for Toc H which many have found 
helpful over the years. In both style and 
production the booklet feels up-to-date 
and ofimpressive quality. Bob identifies 
his audience as those, both within and 
without the churches, who are 
disillusioned with institutional 
‘religion’. He points to a common 
ground of ‘compassion’ to unite all 
such people around Jesus as ‘together 
they test His way of life’ (p. 2), for - 
quoting George McLeod - ‘the greatest 
contribution Jesus made to religion was 
to do away with it’. He pleads that we 
donot ignore our feelings, relationships 
and responsibilities in making this test: 
the social context of “our search for the 
meaning of life’ is of primary 
importance. We should thus promote 
‘fellowship’ in broadly-based groups 
which help us to value diversity rather 
than foster division, and undertake 
‘service’ that ‘respects the human 
dignity of the people being served’ (p. 
9). In this task, ‘the insights of 
Christ...have proved to be of special 
significance in the experience of very 
many people’ (p. 20), though ‘like the 
bearings a mariner takes...it may be a 
long time after taking the bearing that 
the appearance of land proves it was a 
correct reading’ (p. 16). Our task is 
simply to be ‘witnesses, rather than 
judges, jury or defendants’ (p. 24). 
Illustrations from our contemporary 
experience, from the scriptures, and 
from other sources are all powerful and 
apt (though fuller references might have 
been helpful). A new chapter applies 
the key themes to ‘the development of 
a multi-faith community’, and ‘what 
many are calling “The New Age” (p. 
25). The booklet concludes with further 
consideration of our ‘need to know 
ourselves and the resources of the world 
around us well enough to know where 
to go and what to do if a spirit of 


compassion is to be revived and 
maintained’. In this context he raises 
the ‘question of believing in God’, 
finishing off with George Herbert’s 
celebrated ‘Love bade me welcome’. 
The appendices contain The Four Points 
of the Compass, and The 1990 Statement 
of Re-Affirmation, and some 
suggestions for further reading. 


The presentation of the argument works 
well, it is coherent and generally clear: 
‘Don't talk about what is true, do it! 
Practise compassion with a mixture of 
people, pay attention to the insights of 
Christ, and you will begin to develop as 
a person along the path classically 
charted by Jesus. You may then be in a 
position to consider “finding faith in 
God”. Herein lies the purpose for which 
Toc H was called into being’. 


HONEST TEST 


Bob Knight 


SETOCH 


Available from Jenny Small, Editorial 
Dept. at Headquarters. £2 incl p&p 


All true, and well said; plenty of other 
perceptive comments too. So why am I 
left slightly unsatisfied? It is not, I 
think, what some would see as traces of 
sexism - forexample, ‘Has the Christian 
way of life, then, any special and unique 
advantage for men...?’ (p. 10), ‘...man’s 
freedom is a factor to take into 
account...’ (p. 31). There are, more 
significantly, two pervasive features of 
the booklet which for me undermine its 
value. One involves overstatement, the 
other understatement. 


Bob writes on the first page that ‘there 
is an ever deeper spirit of compassion 
discernible in the community’, and later 
that the consciousness of the whole 


race is undergoing an awake ( 
28). I do not believe this, nor is it one of 
the insights of Christ. In Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, where I live, compassion is 
becoming more superficial whilst crime 
and family breakdown increase - we are 
not alone. I can honestly find no 
evidence in An Honest Test to support 
the wishful thinking Bob appears to 
indulge in. Moreover it is simply not 
true that “an invitation to behave in a 
particular way gives rise to little 
argument’ (p. 23), as Saddam Hussein, 
countless toddlers, and most of us, in 
fact. demonstrate daily in our different 
ways. Nor do I believe that it is 
necessarily true that “Under these two 
conditions of friendship and practical 
responsibility these insights [of Christ] 
and others like them constantly crop 
up’ (p. 18). Do these claims really square 
with our experience? I don't think so. 
They seem to owe more to sen- 
timentality than spiritual awareness. 


The reason for this naive overstatement 
is. | believe, the understatement of the 
significance of Jesus. Bob rightly says 
that ‘a Person is at the heart of 
Christianity rather than a book...’ (p. 
28). but the impression the booklet 
conveys is not so much of a Person but 
more of a collection of insights. These 
may appeal to the theoretically minded, 
but they will not change our hearts. 
That is what I believe Ghrist came to do, 
that is what we need, that is the reason 
for which Toc H was founded. Christ 
the Friend. the Servant. the Teacher, 
was in the end crucified because he 
knew His Father required it. Seventy 
years ago we were told “Nothing...is 
more grave in the present condition of 
Christianity than the slight emphasis 
which it lays upon the submission of the 
will to God; for the submission of the 
heart may all too easily come and go’ 
(the Revd P B Clayton. Fishers of Men, 
1961 (3rd ed.), p. 1). It is still the case 
that too many young people come and 
go in Toc H; this booklet will not do 
much to help keep them, or see their 
lives transformed by the friendship of a 
crucified Lord. 


David Mayhew is hoping to be ordained 
in Newcastle Cathedral on 29 September 
and thereafter will serve as a member of 
the National Chaplaincy Team. 
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EOF FLANDERS || INTERNATIONAL 
PROJECT 1991 


“A PEAC 


| 4A special visit to Talbot House. Poperinge from 
8 to 12 November 1991 at atime of Remembrance 
to explore issues of conflict and reconciliation. 


The Community and Fellowship of 
Friends Anonymous Service 
Departure from Hatfield or Dover Priory Station. 


i 

TAr oN? l 
rOC H ANNUAL Ge local overnight accommodation may i f 

| : 


TALBOT HOUSE, 
POPERINGE 
FAMILY REUNION ! available on application. i 


Open House | 1am—6pm The appeal to branches for financial 


help resulted in £2,056 being received 
by Janet and Leslie Major of Andover, 
who coordinated the appeal. The Project 
Organisers wish to thank the branches 
for their generosity and Janet and Leslie 
forthe time that they gave administering 
this appeal. 


Leaders, John Burgess and Alan Johnson. 


| 
Saturday 21st September 
Lunch | for 1.30 pm | 


Cost: approximately £120. 
Light Refreshments 3 to 6 pm 


This is the first anniversary of For further details please write, or to book a place. 


Elsa Perrin's death and marks the please send a deposit of £40 to: 
as he F, Fee MENOIN John Burgess 
dedication of the Fountain in her memory | |66 park Peet aha Tenens tae 


PRIDEAUX HOUSE, 10 CHURCH | (cheques payable to: J.U. Burgess - Toc H Account) : 
l 


CRESCENT, LONDON E9 7DL Please nore: Some selection of applicants will be 


081-986 2233 made to ensure a balanced group. 


Buckingham Branch Toc H 


Area Rally on Saturday 5 October 1991 


With the forthcoming retirement of Ted 
Tunnadine we are urgently seeking an 


HONORARY TREASURER. 


Please note date and come along to the Community 
Centre, Buckingham. 2 pm - 7.30 pm 


If you know of any committed Toc H member The programme includes: Any Questions Forum, 
who might be interested, or if you are interested Entertainment Singing Group from Milton Keynes, 
yourself... | Refreshments, Service. i 


All enquiries to, and details from: 
Stewart Casimir, Executive Secretary, 
Headquarters, Wendover. 


| | Tickets £4 each. 
Telephone: 0296 62391 1 | | Further details from Desmond Bonner 


6 Well Street, Buckingham MK 18 IEW 


PART-TIME MEMBERSHIP 
Corby Joint Branch OFFICER 


f Ate . To work from Toc H HQ at Wendover as part of the 
A Service of Rededication will be held Membership Department. The aim of the post is to provide a 
on Saturday 23 May 1992. support service to membership. 


This ts a fixed term contract until March 1992, 


Ail are welcome. Those wishing to attend please ; s 
working 17 hours a week. 


notify: 
John Hughes, Secretary Corby (J) Branch | Salary £8055 pro rata. 


Toc H, 16 Markham Walk, Corby 


Northants NN18 OPH 
Campaign 91. THE THIRD STAGE > campaicN >97 


Further details, including job brief from the Personnel 
Assistant. Headquarters, Wendover. Telephone 0296 623911. 


Are you elderly, handicapped or 
lonely? Would you like to ‘tapespond’ 
with me? I can offer you conversation, 
music (no pop or jazz!), fun items, etc. 


a) At Cuddesdon...on the week-end 27/291h September 
b) In Notlingham..,on the week-end 11/1 3th October 


“Now is the ime to apply for a place on one of these week-ends, al which we will be working 
with each other on ways in which we can all take on some new responsibility for the growth of 
Toe H™ 


H. Sydney Cox, 12 Esplanade, 
Burnham, Somerset TA8 IBE 


Cost £5 per head. payable on application. Applications to Bill Bains, 25 Whinmoor Gardens, 
Leeds, LS 14 IAF 


— 
Small advertisements must be received (with remittance) five weeks before publication 


A l 
A 5 g 
S | ] lal | AQ © day, which is the 23rd of the preceding month, The charge is 10p a word (minimum £1) 
plus VAT, to Point three Magazine. Rates of display advertisements can be obtained from the Editorial Office, Toc H 


Headquarters. | Forest Close. Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT. 
a a 


Hythe, Kent - homely accommodation in members home. 
Bed/breakfast and/or evening meal or full board, very 
reasonable rates. Enquire Nesta Cock, 7 Tournay Close. 
Lympne, Hythe, Kent CT12 4LL. Tel: 0303 269407 
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